
December 12, 2008

Saturday, 12/20

9:30 a.m., Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

3:00 p.m., Caroling & Thrivent Dinner
The Lord our God bless with His love and peace the Wintersteins.

To Steve and Sally, to this husband and wife: faith, joy, and health in the Lord’s name

Friday Reading

based on Luke 1:5-25

The question of Advent, the seed I plant with these words, cannot be “Can we, like Elizabeth, live with unanswered prayer?” Of course we can. We have done that for years, by distracting ourselves with lesser things. The seed of Advent is: Do we still believe that God’s Word refreshes us, bringing showers of hope to the tired longings of our tattered hearts?

Zechariah gets nine months to think about this. During that time he could not speak, because what would a priest, who does not believe that God answers prayer, have to say? Can there be a blessing in giving up your belief in a God who intervenes? We thank our Father that He has mercy upon our feeble and sometimes brittle faith. "Do not be afraid; your prayer has been heard.”

When Elizabeth gave birth, Zechariah held in his hands the grace of God. His tongue was released after he wrote down the words: "The child¹s name is John," which means God is gracious. God had removed the reproach from their lives. God had allowed barrenness to fill Elizabeth’s life, but not because He wanted her to suffer reproach. God sent the barrenness (or any other failure as counted by man) as His improper work, so that His proper work, the gift of hope and joy and peace in His promise, would abound in Elizabeth, and in Zechariah, and in all of God’s people.

Elizabeth would have been able to confess: “I have been crucified by my barrenness, and I no longer live, but God’s promise lives in me. The life I live in the body I live by faith in God.” Her being barren was a means by which God turned her away from herself and to Him. For each day it caused her to deny what could be accomplished in her body and depend entirely upon God for the life of the body. The fruit of righteousness – a persevering faith – was hidden by the pain of barrenness, just as our salvation right now is hidden by the cross.

But on the day of our Lord’s advent, we will then take up: “Thus to us the Lord has done in the days when He looked upon us, to take way our reproach from among men.” As Zechariah and Elizabeth discovered, it seems that grace shows up late, much later than we were expecting. It arrives late enough to make it clear that God’s blessings come because God is merciful. It arrives late enough to make it clear that the real blessing is from God.

Remember Elizabeth’s voice as it collides with the other season’s voices. We have hope because of the encouragement of Elizabeth. We need to hear her voice this Advent season. For who knows what God has in store for us? We know that God is with us and has not left us comfortless. He will not abandon us to the reproach of man, even as He did not abandon His Son to the reproach of the cross and grave, but raised Him to give to Him the praise of all creation.

Our Father does what we cannot imagine. He saves because we cannot help. He blesses us as the God who is with us. And, thus, Jesus Christ is the divine response to every hope: "Do not be afraid, for your reproach has been removed by the blood of Christ."  What you will receive is not necessarily what you asked for. It is better than that. It is salvation.

Prayers

Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Help to Pass Safely through Dangers

O Father, this life is full of sorrow and misfortune, full of dangers and uncertainties, full of faithlessness and wickedness—the days are evil. So we might be weary of life and despair of each day. But You, O Father, know our weaknesses; and now help us to pass safely through the present evil age and the surrounding iniquity, and when the time comes, grant to us a gracious end and a blessed departure from this vale of tears. May we not be terrified or disheartened by affliction or death but submit with genuine confidence our souls into Your keeping; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For a Daily Increase in Faith

O Father, You alone are Life. What would we be if You were to forsake us? What could we do if You were to withdraw Your power? What could we know if You do not teach us? How quickly the educated become infants; the prudent, simple; the wise, fools. How terrifying are Your judgments! Lighten our path by Your Word, letting us walk in the light while it is still day so that we may not be caught in the darkness of unbelief and death. Who has become careless in the faith and weary in Your grace? They are deceived, O Father, by their own pride and the schemes of the evil foe—we know and have all things; we have no need. They are self-satisfied and are becoming slothful and ungrateful and would soon ruin the faith. Therefore come to our aid and bless us with Your Spirit that we remain in the fervor of a pure faith, that we may daily increase in it and bear the fruit that You seek; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Third Sunday of Advent

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 347, “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

Hymn of the Day, LSB 345, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”

Distribution Hymns, LSB 344, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” & LSB 338, “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort, comfort My people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him. 11He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

· A common image for man in the Scriptures is grass or a flower. Why is that appropriate as a depiction of man?

· Though man departs this life as quickly as a mist is consumed by the rising sun, what kind of glory abides and is not diminished by time and man’s attacks?

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

· If even the conscience of an apostle is not self-acquitted, by whose word will the conscience stand?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 11:2-11

2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”

4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

· John the Baptizer—birth foretold, herald of the Messiah. Greater than he? Through what lens would we be peering if we wonder how the least in the kingdom could be greater than he was?

Announcements

Sunday, 12/14

· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 12/16

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Wednesday, 12/17

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Constantinople

· 12:00 p.m., Advent Midweek Noon Service

· 1:00 p.m., Soup Lunch

· 6:00 p.m., Soup Supper

· 7:00 p.m., Advent Midweek Evening Service

Thursday, 12/18

· 4:30 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Saturday, 12/20

· 9:30 a.m., Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

Sunday, 12/21, 4th Sunday in Advent

· 8:15 a.m., Divine Service (Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7; Matthew 11:2-11)

· 11:00 a.m., Christmas Pageant & Service of Prayer and Preaching

· after 2nd service, Altar Guild to set-up for Christmas services

Monday, 12/22

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Wednesday, 12/24, The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord
· 9:00 p.m., Divine Service (Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20)

Thursday, 12/25, The Nativity of Our Lord

· 10:30 a.m., Divine Service (Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38, Titus 3:4-7, John 1:1-18)

· 12:30 p.m., Congregational Potluck Luncheon

God’s Stewards. In grateful remembrance of what God has done, the Israelites were to be prepared to sacrifice their own in the Lord’s service, and above all, help those in need. When a man harvested his field, he was to leave something for the poor. And if he wondered how much this should be, the following advice was given: “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God which He has given to you” (Deuteronomy 16:17). Though we do not harvest grain fields, the fields of our vocations provide for us, and from those fields, which the Lord gives, we sacrifice and offer and care for the needy.

Missions. From Claude Houge on assignment in Ethiopia: The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) is made up of almost five million members. The church is divided into synods, or districts. At Hope of Life Training Center there is a two-year program for training evangelists for the church; the buildings are overcrowded, which is a good problem since that means many people are being trained. At Gambella (western Ethiopia) many Sudanese have found refuge; 144 Nuer-language Bibles were given for distribution into areas of Sudan where the church is being planted. At Awassa (south of Addis Ababa), the leadership at a Tabor congregation is training the people for outreach; and the LCMS has helped support Mission Training Centers in this area. They have planted more than 20 churches in an area that is predominantly Muslim.

The Altar Guild requests holly branches be brought to Trinity on December 21 for decorating the church after the 11:00 service. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Those who desire to decorate the altar at Christmas with poinsettias may make an offering to Trinity, noting on the offering or check’s memo line “Altar Guild-Poinsettias.”
The Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th & 20th at 9:30 a.m. & during Sunday School on the 21st.

Trinity’s Sunday School is collecting unwrapped toys or gift cards to be given to the Opportunity Center. Suggestions for gift cards are: Target, Safeway, Longs, & Wal-Mart. Please bring these things to Trinity by Sunday, December 21st. Thank you.

Christmas Day Luncheon. Teri Sonksen, Dorothy Baker, & Pastor Crown invite you to gather with us for a Christmas Day potluck at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 25, at Trinity. Ham will be provided, so all you need to bring is a dish of your choice. If you want to attend, please contact Teri by e-mail (t_sonksen@hotmail.com) or phone (650-579-7227), or Dorothy (650-593-5804) by Sunday, December 21, with the following information: number of people who will attend; what you will bring (salad, or side dish, dessert, bread/rolls, or beverage). We look forward to seeing you there. Peace, Teri, Dorothy, & Pastor

The homeless & low-income families need help getting through the cold & wet weather. Please donate items that will help (bring them to Trinity). Sleeping bags; winter jackets; hats, gloves & scarves; rain gear; gently used men’s jeans, sneakers & old towels. Also needed (for the holiday season) new, unwrapped toys & gift-wrap. Always needed: non-perishable foods & grocery store gift cards. Monetary donations go to PO Box 702, Palo Alto, CA 94302 with Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula on the memo line or send your check to www.InnVision.org/donate.html 

Hotel de Zink. During January Trinity sponsors InnVision/Urban Ministry’s shelter for those who are homeless. Hotel de Zinc houses up to 15 people every night at Trinity for one month. Sign up to bring the necessary Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner to feed these people during their stay with us. Travel size Toiletries are also needed.
Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 40:1-11

· A common image for man in the Scriptures is grass or a flower. Why is that appropriate as a depiction of man? In the climate of Palestine, grass and flowers fade quickly under the summer sun (just as they do in our northern California summers); though some people might live a century, others die young; and in comparison to the mountains and hills that rarely change in man’s lifetime, our life is brief—as brief as grass.
· Though man departs this life as quickly as a mist is consumed by the rising sun, what kind of glory abides and is not diminished by time and man’s attacks? God’s faithfulness is His glory—the covenant faithfulness that is revealed in His Son. This is the Word, His promise kept in Christ, that shall always endure.

Epistle, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

· If even the conscience of an apostle is not self-acquitted, by whose word will the conscience stand? The Father’s word is greater than our heart; so even when the heart has ridden (or is still riding) an emotional or spiritual roller coaster, the heart clings to the certain word of the Father, which does not change as clouds or shadows or seasons or as man.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 11:2-11

· John the Baptizer—birth foretold, herald of the Messiah. Greater than he? Through what lens would we be peering if we wonder how the least in the kingdom could be greater than he was? We would be judging ourselves on how valuable the call looked and appeared. John as herald certainly must be higher ranked—look at what he was called to do! While he born of woman was given by grace a call to herald the King, yet we would then have forgotten the privilege of faith—we are part of the new time that Jesus has begun. We are born of the water and the Spirit. It is not by birth from a woman that one enters the kingdom, but having the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit placed upon us in Holy Baptism.







